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before the news of Napier's convention reached him, he had
sent instructions to the Commander-in-Chief to proceed on
just the same lines as those followed by Napier. Thus at last
Palmerston was obliged to renounce his former mistaken view
of the inexpediency of negotiating with Mohammed AIL Had
the Powers adopted that line from the beginning of the crisis,
the question of Egypt would have been settled long before
without resort to arms.

On 8 December 1840 Captain Fanshawe, on behalf of the
Admiral commanding the Allied forces in the Mediterranean,
landed at Alexandria and informed the Egyptian Government
of the determination of the Powers to make known their inten-
tions to Mohammed Ali. The Viceroy acquiesced in the course
suggested by the Envoy, and sent a loyal letter to the Grand
Vizier in which he expressed his submission to the Sultan.

Then caine the problem of the firman to be sent by the
Sultan to Mohammed Ali. The Porte, incited by Ponsonby,
was elated by recent successes, and tried to ignore the heredi-
tary right granted to Mohammed Ali according to the treaty
of July 15: "How could the Four Powers," wrote Reschid
Pasha, the Grand Vizier, to his envoy in London, " henceforth
reconcile the 'hereditary grant* with the maintenance of the
integrity of the Ottoman Empire?"

TTiese underhand machinations aroused the anger of the
Allies, who wanted to settle the affair by the acceptance of the
firman by Mohammed Ali. Their representatives protested to
the Porte, and the firman was ready on 13 February 1841.
The firman, while confirming Mohammed Ali in the heredi-
tary possession of Egypt, contained some absurd restrictions
such as the right of the Sultan to nominate any member from
the Viceroy's family as successor, and the acquisition of one-
fourth of the revenue of Egypt as tribute.

Mohammed Ali refused to accept it as it was. He was con-
fident that the Sultan would not consider it worthy of himself
that "while the Creator of the world exempts mankind from
harsh conditions, the Padishahs [sultans], who are endowed
with divine qualities, should attach to their benefits condi-
tions which cannot be executed/'1
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